
 

 

 

 

March 20, 2018 

 

Dear Families,  

The New York State Assessments in English Language Arts & Mathematics will be administered to all 
students in Grade 3-5.  In addition, students in Grade 4 will take the Performance and Written exam in 
Science.  The tests will be administered to our students on these dates: 

Tuscarora Elementary School 

English Language Arts Math 

Grade 3 Day 1 Thursday, April 12 Grade 3 Day 1 Tuesday, May 1 

 Day 2 Friday, April 13  Day 2 Wednesday, May 2 

Grade 4 Day 1 Tuesday, April 10 Grade 4 Day 1 Tuesday, May 1 

 Day 2 Wednesday, April 11  Day 2 Wednesday, May 2 

Grade 5 Day 1 Monday, April 16 Grade 5 Day 1 Wednesday, May 2 

 Day 2 Tuesday, April 17  Day 2 Thursday, May 3 

 

Science  

Gr. 4 Only  

Grade 4 Performance Test  Wednesday, May 23 

 Written Monday, June 4 

 

These state assessments are designed to help schools measure the effectiveness of their instructional 
programs and to measure yearly student progress. Results from the state exams are one data point 
reviewed and analyzed in order to identify students requiring additional academic assistance during the 
following school-year.   

 



We are happy to report that there have been a number of changes to the format of the ELA and Math 
Test.  Here are some highlights of the changes you can expect for your student this year: 

 Reduced number of days of testing for each area, from three days to two days 

 In Grades 7 and 8, students are allowed the use of scientific calculators for both testing days, as 
they are performing higher level math computations 

These are coupled with the changes from the previous year which included: 

 Reduced number of test questions 

 Untimed testing (allowing students as much time as they need) 

We are also excited to share that some of our students will be participating in Computer-Based Testing.  
As you may know, several of our classrooms are active participants in the district 1:1 Technology 
Initiative. This initiative allows each student to have daily use of a device, either an iPad or tablet.  

Our students are looking forward to using the skills they have worked so hard to learn this year.  Please 
encourage them to show what they know in this new format! 

Please make every effort to have your child in attendance and on-time during these important days.  
Students should report to school at their normal time, and testing will begin promptly at 8:15am.  
Most students should be completed by 9:45 am; however, there is no time limit and students can 
continue to work productively until they complete the test. 

Please encourage your child to do his/her best. We recommend a good night’s sleep and a nutritious 
breakfast to start the day off right! 
 
Your Partner In Education, 
 
 
 
Georgia Weed, Principal 
 
 
 

 


